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Happy Healthy

Green
Prosperous

Equitable

Beautiful

Socially just

High skilled

Well educated

Economic growth is not the overriding aim and measure of success – wellbeing as the key measure of success?

What is our vision for [the zero carbon] Manchester? 

Manchester will be…

Two questions:
1 What is our vision for [the zero carbon] Manchester? 
2 How can the Board use its influence to ensure this vision is prioritised and realised?



The Board can use its influence to ensure this vision is 
prioritised and realised by… 

Headline role/aim

1. Acting as the galvanising point/champion/etc for 
climate change action across the city

2. Creating ‘something’ (a vision? movement?) that the 
whole city feels part of…and which is consistent with 
the city’s existing objectives e.g. for economic success, 
health and wellbeing, etc

3. Creating a movement for citywide action on climate 
change

Campaign, engagement and influence

4. Running a citywide campaign to engage/persuade/
influence the city to support the zero carbon agenda
- Citizens
- Businesses

5. Appointing a ‘Climate Change Commissioner’ (c.f. 
Chris Boardman and cycling) to….?

Democracy and political decisions 

6. Representing the views of the city on this agenda and 
influencing political decisions through transparent 
democratic processes

New ideas and actions

7. Providing a platform for new ideas and action… from 
the Board and others (see below)

8. Identifying and working with ‘change agents’ to help 
develop and take forward new ideas

International knowledge sharing and learning from 
others

9. Make Manchester part of a global network (e.g. C40)

Reporting progress

10. Honestly reporting progress – good and bad – and 
what still needs to be done

Approach and principles

• Making the city’s approach to climate change distinctly 
Mancunian 

• Ensuring the Board membership is representative of 
the city and its diverse communities

• Making the messaging positive… fun… 
constructive… etc.



New ideas and actions suggested

1. Energy
- Creating and promoting a better choice of 

renewable energy supplies

2. Buildings
- Minimum standards for new buildings
- Retrofit to high standards – no heating 

requirements

3. Transport
- Better cycling infrastructure
- Cycling proficiency (re)introduced
- Cycling awareness as part of driving test
- New developments to have housing and work 

space to reduce need for travel
- More virtual working to reduce need for travel

4. Transport/green infrastructure
- Car free city centre – car parks used for new 

green spaces

5. Food
- Increase local food growing
- Increase sustainable food choices in restaurants, 

cafes, etc


