
The Project’s Journey





Hulme is where the Meadow is wild flower initiative was
created by three interns at Manchester Climate Change
Agency (MCCA) who wanted a unique a fun way of
improving the local environment and inspiring residents to
tale action on climate Change.

MCCA is driving the city towards a zero carbon future by
working with partner organisations, businesses and
communities. By uniting with the highly established Grow
Wild, MCCA was able to capture the hearts of those involved to
create ever lasting behavioural change.

It all started on a rainy day when three interns created a fun
video to bid for funding. They chose Hulme to deliver the
project due to the existing success of the Grow Wild flagship
project Tale of 2 Cities. They wanted to continue the legacy
and extend the engagements further.

Their efforts were successful and the project began in April 
2017.

It all started on a rainy 
day in Manchester…..

Beth, Joe and Nitisha creating the 
Grow for It video funding bid.

http://www.taleof2cities.org.uk/


Stronger together……

St Philips Primary School, Church of Ascension, One Manchester’s community garden and The Redbricks
estate  were chosen as the project’s wild flower sites based on their response to MCCA’s social media 
advertisements. All four sites are accessible to many Hulme residents and visitors.

MCCA already have strong links with the youth organisation Uprising who run an environmental leadership 
programme as well as Hulme Community Garden Centre who have been driving environmental change in the 
area for over ten years. Hulme is where the Meadow is seemed like the perfect opportunity to bring them both 
together to gain skills and support.

A workshop was organised at the Garden Centre for members of Uprising to learn more about wild flowers and 
how to maintain them. This was led by two Grow Wild mentors who were happy to share their knowledge and 
expertise. Four members of Uprisering were trained and seven helped to sow the seeds at the One Manchester 
site on the significant Earth Day. 

You can watch the timelapse here!

http://www.st-philips.manchester.sch.uk/
http://ascension-hulme.org.uk/
https://www.onemanchester.co.uk/
https://www.redbricks.org/
https://www.uprising.org.uk/manchester
http://www.hulmegardencentre.org.uk/
https://www.growwilduk.com/
http://www.earthday.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2wQ4erRmtbk&t=2s


Grow Wild mentor teaching members of Uprising at Hulme 
Community Garden Centre.

Tudor Baker said ‘The training with the Grow Wild mentors 
was brilliant as I learnt the best way to plant wild flowers and 

how to ensure they have the best chance of flowering nicely’



Uprising members sowing seeds at One Manchester’s community Garden



Young seedlings….

It was very exciting when St Philips Primary School wanted to get involved with Hulme is where the Meadow
is. MCCA intern Nitisha created a lot of buzz with her giant bee costume as she led each class to sow seeds in
planters.

She then a nature and climate change the year five to get them thinking about their carbon footprints. This
was followed by a creative writing competition inspired by the wild flowers. The two amazing winners
demonstrated passion for nature and what actions they will take to stop climate change.



The St Philip’s winners of the creative 
writing competition!



Supporting Community Groups…..
After the fantastic sowing event at St Philips School, the Church of Ascension invited MCCA to bring some 
colour to their garden. The congregation joined in the fun of sowing the seeds with a little help from and 
Uprisng member.

Father Falak was extremely pleased to be part of Hulme is where the Meadow is and said it was ‘our duty’ to 
protect nature. 

You can watch the timelapse video here.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vmnl-A8OLLw


Urban Greening

After the success of the Tale of 2 Cities wild flowers on Princess Parkway, MCCA contacted The Redbricks
Estate to see if some planters could be placed by the side of the slip road to add further vibrance to mortorists
as well as the residential area. The Redbricks estate has a fantastic tenants group who keep the area a wildlife
haven, MCCA were honoured to add to this oasis and give the thousands of residents and commuters the
opportunity to enjoy the beauty of flowers.

Urban Greening not only supports
biodiversity but also helps to improve air
quality, a topic that many Hulme
residents and visitors have expressed
concerns about. MCCA ran a public
consultation during Greater Manchester
Clean Air week which further supports the
need for such projects as Hulme is where
the Meadow is.

http://manchesterclimate.com/news/2017/06/hulme-air-quality-consultation


Flowers to the people………

Wild flowers in urban areas are to be enjoyed by all and they communicate in a language that everyone
can understand. MCCA organised a wild flower poetry session with Refugee Action led by Manchester
Metropolitan University’s Scientist and Poetry, Dr. Sam Illingworth. It was a sunny day in Hulme Park
and all the group members were invited to look at the Tale of 2 Cities flowers and write down how they feel.

The poetry was beautiful and everyone really felt inspired.
Kate Percival from Refugee Action said ‘Our wellbeing
group really seemed to appreciate the poetry workshop. It
was lovely to see participants interact in a new way
with the natural environment - and the poetry Sam
supported them to write was genuinely beautiful and
moving. They were very proud to be a part of Hulme is

where the Meadow is’

You can check out one of the poems read by Sam here.

http://www.samillingworth.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=umiDw8epJ0o


An inspiration for poetry, the wild 
flowers in Hulme Park



Love is a flower you have to let grow……..

Like the John Lennon quote ‘Love is a flower you have
to let grow’, by summertime everyone involved with
the project waited eagerly for the flowers to bloom.
The labours of love paid off as Hulme became a wild
flower haven!

Poppies, cornflowers, and Ox Eye Daisies were just
some of the varieties that could be seen attracting
pollinators such as bees and butterflies.

Not to mention that visually the sites looked
spectacular!



St Philip’s Primary School

• Over 100 children helped sow the seeds
• 28 children took part in a Climate Change class and created a piece of creative writing inspired by the 

flowers
• MCCA plans to run more classes and planting sessions based on the success of Hulme is where the 

Meadow is



The Redbricks Estate 

• The wild flowers are a great addition to the estate’s current greening
• Over 1000 motorists drive past the flowers daily 
• This type of urban greening helps to reduce car pollution as well as supporting biodiversity



The Church of Ascension 

• Brought flowers to a bare, concrete area which will bring new life to the area
• Inspired further gardening by the church members



One Manchester Community Garden

Sadly the flowers did not grow here due to a site
maintenance error in the Spring. This is valuable learning
for MCCA and it is evident that sites must have
maintenance plans at the point of sowing the seeds to ensure
they are successful.

Some wild flowers grown at Hulme Community Garden
Centre were brought so that the site would still benefit from
this project. Further sowing is also planned in the Autumn.



Helping to Create Our Manchester

Our Manchester is the city’s overarching strategy for 2016-25. It was developed based on the views of local
people and businesses. Hulme is where the Meadow is contributed to a number of the strategy’s objectives:

- Play our full part in limiting the impacts of climate change

 28 children from St Philips Primary School received an educational class on climate change

- Become a city recognised for our high quality of life

 3 established wild flower hot spots and one in the making which improve the urban environment and well-
being.

- Continue to encourage the growth of a low carbon culture

 Over 500 people have been engaged and inspired through this project
 Each Hulme is where the Meadow is tweet made over 1000 impressions raising awareness of Manchester’s

Climate Change efforts



Respond to student expectations for sustainable development to be included in studies and institutional
practice.

 Uprising members were able to expand their current skill set and incorporate them into their campaigns
across the city.

For more information on Our Manchester see here.

http://www.manchester.gov.uk/MCRstrategy


Feedback

The wild flower project has been so important 
to the children at St.Philips CE Primary school. 

Through the project the children have seen 
that native, wild flowers are both beautiful 
and necessary to the environment as they 

provide for insects and from a vital part of the 
food chain. It is so very important that we, in 
the city, never forget that nature is all around 

us and projects like this give the children a 
window into the world of nature together with 
a pride in their surroundings which helps them 
to see how they are guardian of our precious 
environment for the future – Paul Edwards, St 

Philips Primary School

MCCA received lost of positive feedback through social media and email, here are just two lovely examples!



The journey’s end…….
Hulme is where the Meadow is had a mission to bring colour and diversity to this Manchester suburb whilst 
communicating the impacts of Climate Change and also inspiring behavioural changes.

This project has achieved its aim and more as it has engaged with such a wide range of people and brought 
something unique to their lives. Whether it was poetry in Hulme park, sowing seeds in a concrete garden or 
having a giant bee help children sow seeds……this experience has been memorable for many and will continue 
to leave a positive legacy for Hulme.

A huge thank you to Grow Wild for funding this wonderful project and establishing a great partnership with 
Manchester Climate Change Agency.

For more information about Grow Wild visit their website!

https://www.growwilduk.com/



